Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.129; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.0.
In the title compound, C 16 H 16 N 2 O 4 , the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 8.7 (2) . The molecule adopts an E configuration about the C N bond, with an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond involving the hydroxy substituent and the hydrazide N atom. In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are linked through intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming chains propagating in the b-axis direction. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Alhadi et al., 2008; Küçükgüzel et al., 2003; Li et al., 2009; Zhang et al., 2009) . Recently, the author reported on the crystal structure of a hydrazone compound derived from the reaction of 2-methoxybenzaldehyde with 4-methoxybenzohydrazide (Zhang, 2009) . Herein, the crystal structure of the new title hydrazone, prepared from the reaction of 2-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzaldehyde with 4-methoxybenzohydrazide, is reported on.
The molecule structure of the title compound is illustrated in Fig. 1 . The molecule adopts an E configuration about the C═N bond. The dihedral angle involving the two benzene rings is 8.7 (2)°. There is an intramolecular O1-H1···N1 hydrogen bond, involving the hydroxyl substituent and the hydrazide N-atom (Table 1 ). All the bond lengths are within normal values (Allen et al., 1987) and are comparable with those observed in similar compounds (Mohd Lair et al., 2009a,b; Zhang, 2009 ).
In the crystal structure of the title compound adjacent molecules are linked through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds, forming chains propagating in b direction (Table 1 and Table 1 for details; H atoms not involved in hydrogen bonding have been omitted for clarity].
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